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In 1790 Burke had published his Reflections on the French
Revolution which contained the warning that power in
France would pass more and more into the hands
extremists.   This book had a tremendous effect on Britain,
and particularly on the aristocracy who had practically tion0>1'U~
ruled the country for the past century.   It was answered in

1791  when Tom Paine published his Rights of Man in
which he maintained that the people of a country had the of
right to choose or alter the form of government as they
liked.   This democratic view found many followers, but in

1792  Paine issued another pamphlet in which he praised
republicanism, and because of the fear roused by the inarch
of events in France, his opinions lost their popularity.

Burke and Paine may be said to represent the two extreme
views, but by far the majority of the British people agreed
with Burke in so far as he regarded the French Revolution
as an anarchical movement. The Government was certainly
of his opinion, and was especially afraid of the various
bodies which they thought were spreading revolutionary
ideas in Britain. Chief of these were the " Corresponding
Societies ", the largest of which, the " London ", was under

Thomas Hardy and had over three thousand members. ocletie8
These societies were really clubs which held meetings and
published pamphlets, and their objects were no more
revolutionary than an attempt to obtain universal suffrage
and annual parliaments. Some members, however, openly
professed sympathy with the ideas of the French Revolution,
and because of this Pitt attacked the Societies and ordered
the prosecution of both members and leaders. In Scotland
a series of famous trials ended in the " martyrs of 1793 "
being sentenced to transportation, though it was impossible
to prove that they had done more than ask for " more
equal representation". In England, Home Tooke and
Hardy were more fortunate, for when they were tried in
1794, the juries acquitted them.
A serious step was taken in 1794 when the Habeas Corpus